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FMCC provides 

an estimated 721 

meals a day to 

students 

 

The Friends of the Mercy Childrenôs Centre 

Started in 2008 ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ aŜǊŎȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ нллф ƳŀǊƪŜŘ the first full year of the 

Friends of the Mercy Centre.  By keeping our promise of contributing 100% of our donor dollars to our 

beneficiary, we were able to provide meaningful education and fight hunger through our activities at the 

two MCC campuses in Kenya.  We provide teacher salaries, student lunches, school supplies including 

books and uniforms, and rent for classroom and dormitory facilities for over 300 students. 

Mercy Childrenôs Centre 

In a country with a rapidly growing orphan 

population, the educational opportunities for 

children whose parents are not around are 

limited.  Public education, which is supposed to 

be free, is functionally unaffordable to many 

because of the high cost of the required books 

and uniforms.  

 Founded by Kenyans Charles Odour, a teacher, 

and Pastor Pius Arikama, the Mercȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Centre is a non-profit school and orphanage 

founded in 2005 to provide an alternative to this 

bleak educational situation.  As active members of the communities in which the 

schools are located, Charles and Pius, who both hail from Western Kenya, and are truly 

ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ To that end, Charles recently left his other 

teaching position to work full time as Headmaster of the MCC.  The Bumala campus 

located in the rural village of BumalaΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴ in Western Kenya, provides 

primary education (Kindergarten-4th Grade, and adding another grade every year) to 

one hundred and fifty students on its 5 acre campus.  The MCC also operates a campus located in the 

Kawangware slum of Nairobi.  At Kawangware, the MCC teaches Kindergarten through 6th Grade and 

provides stipends for students to attend 7th and 8th Grade at a neighboring school.  Twenty five students 

ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ a//Ωǎ ƻŦŦǎƛǘŜ ŘƻǊƳƛǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ YŀǿŀƴƎǿŀǊŜΦ  The MCC has a total of twenty teachers and 

eight other staff between its two campuses. 

Achievements: 

The year 2009 was a big year for the Friends of the Mercy Centre.  

In March, we obtained Public Charity status and now are a 501(c) 

3 incorporated in California.  In August, we launched our website, 

which will help our donors keep up to date on FMCC activities. In 

September, the FMCC celebrated its one year anniversary.  Year 

round we kept our commitment of putting one hundred percent 

of our donor dollars toward funding the lunches, salaries, and 

other MCC activities.  Each month we were able to wire $2,000 

New Shoes for Bumala students 
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(USD) to the school.  And despite an unfavorable economic climate, the FMCC raised $23,904 in 

contributions for these kids. 

¢ƘŜ aŜǊŎȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƘŀŘ ƛǘs share of successes in 2009 as well.  In December, it graduated its 

first class from 8th Grade.  Two students, Dancan Viembo (pictured above) and Valentine-Ivayu 

Shatimba, had scores that were high enough to continue onto high school.  This was also the first year 

where teacher salaries were provided, letting the teachers know we respect the work they are doing. 

 

 

Charles Odour, the MCC headmaster, 

Pius Arikama, the Kawangware Principal, 

ŀƴŘ hƴŜ /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ƻur Canadian 

partner organization expanded the 

Bumala campus.  Three additional acres 

were purchased adjacent to the school.  

They have also built a volunteer guest 

house/dormitory, two additional 

classrooms, a computer room with 6 

computers and Internet, a sewing room 

with 3 sewing machines.  One Child's 

Village has also invested in major capital 

improvements, including better kitchen 

facilities and a 12-hole latrine out in 

Bumala, and electricity on the compound.  

There has been great cooperation and 

coordination between hƴŜ /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ types of projects, and the FMCC, 

which has ensured the funding of ongoing operations of the school. 

The Road Ahead: 2010 

In 2010, the FMCC will continue its efforts to provide food and quality education to very deserving 

students.   

In order to better acceǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǊŎȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ Ca// /ƘŀƛǊ 9ƭƛǎŀōŜǘƘ Cǳƭǘƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

visiting both MCC campuses in March.  This visit will also mark the beginning of our Monitoring and 

Evaluation Program, which will ensure that contributions are being used effectively. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ Ca// ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ hƴŜ /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ a// ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƛƴ YŀƪŀƳŜƎŀΣ tƛǳǎΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴΦ   

Such an expansion will only take place, however, if we can secure additional funds and make sure to 

meet the risings costs of our existing facilities. 

The Bumala campus and field   
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FMCC 2009 Contributors  

Adrian Zaragotis     

Ann Harvie  

Carol Bohnenkamp  

Catherine McMullen  

Craig and Carma Zimmerman    

Jacqueline Espana 

Jeannette Bohnenkamp 

Laura Gerhardt 

Lew and Lili Fulton  

Linda Bohnenkamp             

Knox Presbyterian Church, (special 
thanks to Irene Watson) 

Nigel Sizer  

Paul O'Neill 

Richard Hosier       

Rob Bohnenkamp        

Robert Noland, Leslie Holden  

Ron P. Liggett 

Sadie Fulton 

Samuel McCash 

Stephanie Henley                             

Susan Tornlof               

Virginia Tornlof  

In Memory of Sead and Marta Selmanovic: 

Rosemary and Alvin Poblacion        

Russel Chin 

 Anzela Lee 

 J May 

 Samir and Vesna Selmanovic 

Tomislav Jurcic    

Support and Revenue for 2009 

Revenue: 

Contributions                 23904 

Total                 23904 

Expenses: 

Program activity and Development                           15350 

General and Administrative*                 201 *   

Fund raising                        0             

Total             15551 

* Expense covered by the FMCC Board 
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 FMCC Board 

Elisabeth Fulton 

Chair of the Board 

 

Laura Gerhardt 

 Vice President  

 

Carol Bohnenkamp  

Chief Financial Officer  

 

Lewis Fulton 

Secretary  

 

Charles Odour 

Mercy Children Centre Headmaster 

 

Pius Arikama 

Principal of Kawangware Campus 

Friends of the Mercy Childrenôs Centre 

P.O. Box 20275, 4192 PIEDMONT AVE., 

OAKLAND, CA 94611 

www.friendsmcc.org  

mercycenter@gmail.com 

 

http://www.friendsmcc.org/

